
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH2306 March 8, 2007 
Concerned Parents. Through this pro-
gram, questions and concerns about on-
line safety can be answered quickly 
and accurately. We are all too familiar 
with stories of Internet predators mak-
ing their way into our homes with the 
simple click of a mouse. More and 
more teenagers are joining social net-
working Web sites and roaming the 
Internet freely, with little or no adult 
supervision. These Web sites have 
given predators the freedom to search 
for pictures, ages, even nearby schools. 
By empowering more parents than ever 
before, NetSmartz411 will reinforce our 
efforts to make the Internet a safer 
place. 

So for those who want more infor- 
mation, my colleagues, and would 
like to find that out, please 
visit www.netsmartz411.org, or 
www.missingkids.com. 

f 

OUR VETERANS DESERVE THE 
BEST 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I stand before you as a grate-
ful veteran of the South Carolina Army 
National Guard, and I have four sons 
currently serving in the military. You 
can imagine my concern upon learning 
of the dire conditions our Nation’s 
wounded service members have re-
cently been made to endure. My appre-
ciation for our troops is as a member of 
the Armed Services Committee, a vet-
eran and as a parent who expects the 
best for the courageous troops who pro-
tect American families. 

While Walter Reed Medical Center is 
renowned as a world-class facility, re-
cent management neglected to provide 
adequate care. I appreciate Defense 
Secretary Robert Gates’ decisive ac-
tion in dealing with this disturbing sit-
uation. I was honored to attend Presi-
dent Bush’s speech earlier this week to 
the American Legion where he an-
nounced a creation of a bipartisan com-
mission to review military and vet-
erans’ care. 

We in Congress are committed to en-
suring our military heroes are well 
cared for and receive the medical at-
tention they deserve. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September 11. 

f 

BUSH ADMINISTRATION NOT 
PROPERLY FUNDING THE NEEDS 
OF OUR MILITARY PERSONNEL 

(Mr. WILSON of Ohio asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 
when we send our Nation’s young men 
and women into harm’s way, it is al-
ways with the commitment that we 
will provide them with all the care 
they need if they are wounded in com-
bat. Unfortunately, this administra-
tion has broken its commitment to our 

soldiers. Saying that they support the 
troops is easy for the President and the 
Vice President; actually coming up 
with examples is becoming more dif-
ficult every day. 

Dana Priest, the Washington Post re-
porter who uncovered the conditions at 
Walter Reed Hospital recently, said 
that money is the root of the problem 
exposed at Walter Reed. Yet in testi-
mony before the House Oversight Gov-
ernment Reform Committee on Mon-
day, top military brass said they were 
given all the money that they needed. 
How could this be? If they indeed have 
all the money they need, then why are 
we attempting to nickel-and-dime the 
injured soldiers who have put their life 
on the line for our country? 

Mr. Speaker, this is just another ex-
ample of this administration’s inabil-
ity to make government work. Fortu-
nately, this Democratic Caucus is not 
going to let them get away with it. 

f 

LET THE JURY HEAR ALL THE 
EVIDENCE 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, if the prosecu-
tion negligently or intentionally or by 
incompetence fails to give beneficial 
information to the defense, then our 
law says a new trial should be ordered. 
In the Ramos and Compean border 
agents trial, the prosecution based its 
whole case on the testimony of a drug 
smuggler who not only brought in $1 
million worth of marijuana to the 
United States but was given immunity 
for it. He was portrayed as just a mule 
trying to get some money for his poor 
sick mama. Well, now it seems that 
after he got immunity for his crimes 
and while waiting to testify against 
Ramos and Compean, he brought in an-
other large load of marijuana. 

Here is the DEA report on the second 
case. I have read it. This case is simple 
enough that a third-year law student 
could prosecute it. But the U.S. Attor-
ney’s Office refused to prosecute the 
drug smuggler in the second case, and 
the jury never heard about this matter. 
The jury should have known about the 
second case to judge the credibility of 
the drug smuggler’s testimony. The 
border agent should receive a new trial. 
Let the jury hear the truth about the 
star witness the Federal Government 
made a backroom deal with. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

THE KUCINICH PLAN, H.R. 1234 

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KUCINICH. In a few short days, 
this Congress will make a momentous 
decision as to whether or not to fund 
the continuation of the war in Iraq. 
And yet, at this time, the American 
people clearly want our troops brought 
home. Funding the war will keep the 

troops there. Stopping the funding will 
enable us to bring them home. 

BARBARA LEE has an amendment that 
will fund the orderly return of our 
troops. I have offered H.R. 1234, which 
is compatible with the Lee amend-
ment. The money is there right now in 
the pipeline to bring the troops home. 
Once we bring the troops home or a 
plan is put forth to bring the troops 
home, we have to have a plan to sta-
bilize Iraq. That’s what H.R. 1234 will 
do. 

This Congress cannot stand by as the 
casualties pile up. We have to remem-
ber that the families of the troops are 
waiting for us to take action. Let’s act 
now. Support the Lee amendment and 
support H.R. 1234. 

f 

WE NEED SPENDING RESTRAINT, 
NOT TAX HIKES 

(Mr. CONAWAY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, we are 
anxiously awaiting the arrival of the 
2008 budget that the Democrats are 
putting together. In all likelihood, it 
will require a spending of $2.9 trillion. 
Let me put that money in perspective. 
That is $90,000 plus every second of the 
fiscal year. It is a lot of money. 

Tax rates will be going up under cur-
rent law unless this Congress acts to 
not do that. There is a myth being pur-
ported by the other side that we can 
somehow tax the rich and balance the 
budget. That is a myth. The top 10 per-
cent of taxpayers already pay two- 
thirds of the taxes that are being paid 
in this country. 

Spending restraint is far more 
impactful on balancing the budget than 
raising taxes. We have a spending prob-
lem, not a tax-raising problem. I urge 
my colleagues to work on spending re-
straint as the true measure of how we 
fix this deficit. 

f 

PRESIDENT BUSH CANNOT TURN 
HIS BACK ON SOLDIERS WHO’VE 
BEEN WOUNDED IN HIS WAR 

(Mr. HODES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HODES. Mr. Speaker, when 
President Bush sent American troops 
to war in Iraq, he had an obligation to 
ensure they were cared for if they came 
home wounded. Unlike in past wars, 
medical technology and protective 
gears have advanced to the point that 
soldiers who would have died in the 
past are now surviving devastating 
combat injuries. Their survival, of 
course, is a great development. Unfor-
tunately, as the case at Walter Reed 
shows, many of our injured soldiers are 
not receiving the treatment they need 
and deserve when they return home. 

We should all be outraged at what is 
happening at our military hospitals. 
Fortunately, this Congress is taking 
action. At the end of this week, House 
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committees will have held four hear-
ings on the inadequate treatment our 
wounded soldiers are receiving at Wal-
ter Reed. We are now learning that this 
is more widespread than Walter Reed, 
and we must explore major reform op-
tions that fix this problem imme-
diately. 

Inadequate oversight of the Bush ad-
ministration by past Congresses al-
lowed these conditions to develop. The 
new Democratic Congress is going to 
hold those responsible accountable and 
ensure that our soldiers receive the 
help they have more than earned. 

f 

UNT WINS TO EARN FIRST NCAA 
BID SINCE 1988 

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, my col-
lege, the University of North Texas, 
back in my district, on Tuesday night 
won the Sun Belt Conference. 

Calvin Watson, a forward, scored 24 
points and hit six of seven 3-point shots 
against Arkansas State University and 
was named the tournament’s most out-
standing player. 

The University of North Texas was 
locked in a tight game but made all the 
key plays down the stretch to pull out 
an 83–75 win at the Cajundome to claim 
not only the Sun Belt title but an 
NCAA tournament bid as well. 

The University of North Texas, my 
college men’s basketball team, last 
went to the NCAA tournament when 
Reagan was President during the 1987– 
1988 season. 

The Mean Green claimed its second 
NCAA bid by closing the game on an 
11–5 run to set off a wild celebration. 
My team is under the leadership of 
head coach Johnny Jones. They were 
the No. 5 seed in the tournament and 
had to win all of their games to win the 
tournament title. They came up with 
standout performance throughout the 
tournament and in the finals. 

I congratulate the fine men of the 
men’s basketball team, their coaches 
and the staff of the University of North 
Texas on a great win. 

f 

b 1015 

FEMALE TROOPS IN IRAQ 

(Ms. CLARKE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. CLARKE. Mr. Speaker, the war 
in Iraq has presented numerous hard-
ships for our troops, their families, and 
by extension, our Nation. Over 3,000 
American soldiers have been killed. 
Every day brings news of more explo-
sions and more soldiers coming home 
with traumatic brain injuries and 
other maladies. However, this war has 
been a particular hardship for our Na-
tion’s courageous female troops. 

In this, the first full week of Na-
tional Women’s History Month, I feel it 

is vital that we recognize the historic 
trials being faced by the women who 
are defending our country. As of 2005, 
there was a record 203,000 female troops 
on active duty in military, along with 
many thousands more National Guard 
and Reserve troops activated to work 
in Iraq. 

Like their male counterparts, many 
of these female troops never expected 
to fight in a war and certainly not for 
such an extended period of time. 
Countless soldiers are mothers who 
joined the National Guard and Re-
serves to give back to their country. 
Now they find themselves half a world 
away from their homes and families, 
fighting a war on the sun-hardened bat-
tlefields of Iraq with no resolution or 
end in sight. 

f 

CONDITIONS AT WALTER REED 

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, the re-
cent reports of substandard conditions 
at the outpatient facility at Walter 
Reed Medical Center are deeply dis-
turbing. The brave men and women 
who put their lives on the line every 
day to protect our country do not de-
serve the shoddy conditions, nor do 
they deserve to be trapped in the bu-
reaucratic morass that has engulfed 
Walter Reed. 

It is necessary to put into place a 
seamless program for our veterans 
from the time they are injured through 
rehabilitation and home care and work 
support. I urge Secretary Nicholson of 
Veterans Affairs to do just that. 

The proper treatment of our wounded 
members of the Armed Forces is not a 
partisan issue. It is a moral issue. And 
Congress needs to ensure that our in-
jured brave men and women receive the 
best, most advanced, and most timely 
medical care possible. Anything less 
would be immoral and a dereliction of 
our duty. 

f 

VETERANS, MEMBERS OF MILI-
TARY DESERVE THE FINEST 
MEDICAL CARE 

(Mr. REICHERT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today, as a member of the U.S. Air 
Force Reserves a number of years ago, 
in support of our troops. It is uncon-
scionable for the soldiers who defend 
our freedom to receive anything less 
than the finest medical care. 

I visited the veterans hospital in Se-
attle again recently and talked at 
length to one soldier about the quality 
of care he has received. I was relieved 
to hear that from the time he was 
wounded in Iraq to his treatment at 
Bethesda and his time at Seattle’s VA 
Hospital, the care that he received was 
excellent. Unfortunately, this is not 

the case in every hospital for every sol-
dier. 

I will soon be visiting Walter Reed to 
speak with soldiers there and make 
sure they are receiving the excellent 
care that they deserve. I am encour-
aged by the efforts to hold accountable 
those responsible for the appalling con-
ditions at Walter Reed. 

This issue transcends party lines and 
requires an immediate response by all 
parties. This is about young men and 
women who have sacrificed much for 
our country and for our freedom. We 
owe it to them to correct this injus-
tice. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF ARMY 
SERGEANT PHILLIP MCNEILL 

(Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speak-
er, today I rise to honor the legacy of 
a brave young man who lost his life 
serving in Iraq. Sergeant Phillip 
McNeill, who grew up in Owingsville, 
Kentucky, was killed in Iraq on Janu-
ary 20, 2007. Sergeant McNeill was serv-
ing with the 3rd Battalion, 509th Para-
chute Infantry Regiment, based in Fort 
Richardson, Alaska, when his Humvee 
was struck by an IED, bringing his 
bright young life to a tragic end. 

Sergeant McNeill came from a family 
steeped in American military tradi-
tion. His military service was inspired 
by the brave men in his family who had 
served before him. His family described 
his dedication to his mission, saying 
that he ‘‘believed in the cause and that 
he was a soldier who wanted to be over 
there.’’ This was Sergeant McNeill’s 
second tour in Iraq. 

As we celebrate the spirit of this 
great soldier, my thoughts and prayers 
are with Sergeant Phillip McNeill’s 
family and friends. We are humbled by 
Sergeant McNeill’s dedication, and we 
are forever indebted to him for making 
the ultimate sacrifice for our Nation 
and for our freedom. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 700, HEALTHY COMMU-
NITIES WATER SUPPLY ACT OF 
2007 

Mr. CARDOZA. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 215 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 215 

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 700) to amend 
the Federal Water Pollution Control Act to 
extend the pilot program for alternative 
water source projects. The first reading of 
the bill shall be dispensed with. All points of 
order against consideration of the bill are 
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